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New Jersey Schools Development Authority Breaks Ground on New  
STEAM High School in Paterson 

 

 
Paterson, NJ - The New Jersey Schools Development Authority (SDA) today joined Paterson Public 
Schools, state and city officials, and students at a groundbreaking ceremony for the new Paterson 
STEAM High School. The ceremony brought together key partners involved with the project and 
celebrated the start of construction of a new school that will provide expanded opportunities for 
Paterson students.  
 
“Today’s groundbreaking ceremony represents more than the start of construction for a new school, it 
reflects our shared commitment to ensuring Paterson students have access to a quality learning 
environment,” said SDA CEO Manuel Da Silva. “Projects of this scale require productive partnerships 
among school district, state and local officials, and our construction team. Thanks to our ongoing 
collaboration with key partners in Paterson, we are turning plans into progress on the ground – 
initiating construction of a new school that will support learning, growth, and student success.”  
 
“The new Paterson STEAM High School represents a significant investment in the future of our 
students and community,” said Dr. Laurie W. Newell, Paterson Superintendent. “This state-of-the-art 



 
 
facility will provide an innovative learning environment where students can explore science, 
technology, engineering, the arts, and mathematics, while preparing for success in college, careers, and 
beyond. We are grateful to the Schools Development Authority, our elected officials, community 
partners, and the dedicated district staff members whose expertise, collaboration, and hard work have 
helped move this important project forward." 
 
The new school will be an approximately 266,000 square-foot facility designed to educate a maximum 
of 1,564 students in ninth through twelfth grade. This high-quality facility will include: 30 general 
classrooms, six science labs, three art rooms, a learning lab, an aquaponics lab, an auditorium, a dance 
studio, vocal and instrumental music rooms, a cafeteria, a gymnasium, an auxiliary gymnasium, a 
weight room, a training room, locker rooms, OT/PT room, a media center, a technology hub, and a 
school store.  
 
Once complete, this $200.8 million project will be the tenth capital project completed by the SDA in 
Paterson since the inception of the school construction program. The SDA previously invested more 
than $527 million in completed projects in Paterson. 
 
The construction of this new school project is advancing through a design-build approach. The design-
build method differs from a traditional design-bid-build approach by allowing the SDA to contract 
with one firm for both design and construction of a school facilities project. Dobco, Inc. is the design-
build contractor. As part of the design-build contract, Dobco, Inc. is working with Spiezle Architectural 
Group, Inc. on the design. Accenture Infrastructure and Capital Projects, LLC., is managing the project. 

 

About the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 

The SDA is the State agency responsible for fully funding and managing the new construction, 
modernization and renovation of school facilities projects in 31 SDA Districts. Its current portfolio of 
active projects is valued at approximately $2 billion – including the Capital Project portfolio, emergent 
projects and Regular Operating District grants. Since the program’s inception, the SDA has provided 
funding for and management oversight of 900 completed school facilities projects in SDA Districts and 
has executed more than 5,400 grants for Regular Operating Districts throughout the State of New 
Jersey. For more information about the SDA, please visit our website at: www.njsda.gov or follow us 
on social media at: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; or Twitter. 

https://www.njsda.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseySDA/
https://www.instagram.com/newjerseysda/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nj-schools-development-authority
https://twitter.com/NewJerseySDA

