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• In 2008, Governor Corzine and members 
of the Legislature funded 52 school 
projects in New Jersey including 4 in 
Newark. 

• The projects selected for advancement 
reflect a commitment to meet individual 
school district needs and make best use of 
limited resources.  

• Newark’s West Side High School is one of 
the project’s that has been funded and is 
ready to advance.

West Side HS Introduction



• The original West Side High School 
project was initiated in May 2003.

• The project included renovation and 
expansion of the existing school 
building.

• Plans also called for the development of 
a new PE/Athletic Complex between 
11th & 12th and 13th Avenue and S. 
Orange Avenue.

West Side HS Background



• In 2006, when the school construction 
program ran out of funds, the project was 
broken into two phases:
– Phase I – Renovate and expand the 

existing school. This phase was funded. 
– Phase II - PE/Athletic Complex across 

South 12th Street.  Unfortunately, this 
was not funded.

• In 2008, new funding was allocated to 
build the school and the PE/Athletic 
Complex.

West Side HS Background



• Review of the renovation/expansion project has 
revealed a number of deficiencies: 

– the classroom and lab sizes are not appropriate 
to provide students 21st century learning 
opportunities.

– the organization of the building cannot 
adequately support community use while 
maintaining a secure learning environment.

– the PE/Athletic facilities would be inadequate 
to meet the expectations of the students, 
parents, and the school community.

Review of Current HS Design



• Review of the current design also 
raised specific concerns in regard to 
the cost of proposed renovation work, 
which is projected to be the same as 
comparable new construction.

• Based on recent SDA experience, 
major renovation projects such as this 
are much more likely to experience 
cost overruns and significant delays 
due to unforeseen conditions.

Review of Current HS Design



West Side HS Recommendation
• Based on our review, the Schools 

Development Authority is recommending 
the construction of an entirely new 21st 
Century West Side High School facility 
and PE/Athletic Complex.

• A new facility will:
– Address all of the deficiencies identified 

with the current addition-renovation 
design.

– Take the same time to complete as the 
current design.

– Provide a better learning environment 
for the children of Newark.



New West Side High School Project
• New 260,000 square foot facility to 

accommodate 1,600 or more students in 
grades 9-12.

• PE/Athletic facilities to include baseball 
field, tennis courts, football/soccer field, 
and 400 meter all weather track.

• Estimated Project Cost: $160,000,000



West Side HS Property Acquisition

• 47 separate properties totaling 3.92 
acres of land.  Of these, 31 are 
privately-owned and 16 are vacant 
city-owned properties.

• Extensive owner notification and 
community outreach will occur.  All 
acquisitions will be conducted with 
proper procedures.



Phase II Land Acquisition



Proposed Project Schedule
Project Starts

Design July 2009
PE Athletic Facilities 

proposed property acquisition September 2009
PE Athletic Facilities 

predevelopment, environmental 
and sequenced demolition                           February 2010

Existing West Side HS Closes June 2010

West Side HS relocated to 
Swing Space (Old Central HS) July 2010

Demolition of Old West Side HS Starts August 2010

New West Side High School
Construction Starts April 2011

New West Side High School 
Construction Complete July 2014



New West Side HS Conceptual Plan



New West Side HS Conceptual Plan



New West Side HS Conceptual Plan
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