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Schools getting $60M

Tuesday, June 08, 2004

By JEROME MONTES
Staff Writer

MILLVILLE -- By the year 2006, the city's school district will benefit from nearly
$60 million worth of completed construction and repair projects.

And not a cent of these costs will be passed on to Millville taxpayers, according
to George Strachan, director of communications for the state's School
Construction Corporation, who made a public presentation at the city's Board
of Education offices on Monday night.

Millville, Strachan said, is benefiting from over $6 billion in state funds slated
for Abbott district construction projects through the 2000 Educational Facilities
Construction Act.

Strachan credited Gov. James McGreevey as being instrumental in passing
the legislation and creating the SCC in 2002, saying that the state
administration is dedicated to "building 21st century schools for 21st century
leaders."

"The state's construction program is the largest in state history and one of the
largest in the country," he said.

Currently, the SCC is close to completing $14 million dollars worth of repair
and refurbishment project that at one point encompassed nine different Millville
schools, Strachan said.

Two other ongoing projects, the $14 million new Millville Early childhood
Center and $13.7 worth of renovations and additions to Lakeside Middle
School, should be finished by early 2005 at the latest.

The new childhood center, which will be located in former Prudential Insurance
building in Wheaton Village, will upon completion house 41 separate rooms in
61,000 square feet of space. Classrooms, administrative spaces, specialized
instructional spaces, a kitchen, child study offices and a social worker's office
will all be part of what Strachan calls a state-of-the-art early childhood facility.

Additions and renovations to Lakeside will include a new gym with lockers and
bleachers, an auxiliary gym, choral and instrumental rooms and an auditorium.
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Strachan said bids are expected in the summer of 2004 for additions and
renovations to Millville Senior High School, a project that will cost about $16
million and is scheduled for completion in 2006.

The spaces included in the new and renovated areas are 13 classrooms, an
auxiliary gymnasium, six new science labs, a state-of-the-art media center, 10
small group classrooms, a cafeteria and kitchen expansion.

A new telecommunications system will also be incorporated into the high
school.

The SCC estimates that these changes will add about 61,000 square feet of
new buildings to the facility, which currently contains about 170,000 square
feet.

Strachan said all this construction would benefit not only Millville's school
district but also the local economy.

"We're talking about living wage jobs," he said. "These are going to jobs with
benefits that you can support a family on."

But the greatest accomplishment, Strachan said, will be the new facilities
available to Millville students.

"We're creating standards not only for the state, but hopefully for the nation,"
he said.
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