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Kids break ground for their new school

Friday, June 11, 2004

By LINDA LISANTI
The Express-Times

PHILLIPSBURG -- Clad in yellow hard hats and holding miniature plastic
shovels, Phillipsburg's preschoolers Thursday morning turned over the first soll
for construction of their new school.

The students, who will be among the first class in the new facility, joined
officials from the school district and New Jersey Schools Construction Corp. in
a groundbreaking ceremony for the $18.7 million Early Childhood Center.

The school, which is scheduled to open in fall 2005, will be the first built in the
town in more than 30 years and the first under the state's $8.6 billion school
construction program.

"Today's a day of celebration," Superintendent Gordon Pethick said, standing
in front of the 11-acre site off Center Street where the school will be built. "This
is truly a milestone.”

The facility will house about 530 students in the preschool and kindergarten
programs.

For most students, their entrance into this new building will mark the start of
their educational journey, Pethick said. He called the future facility "a launching
pad," a place children will be happy to come, a place where teachers care.

Mayor Harry Wyant Jr. said that like a building's foundation, education starts
with a beginning.

"This building is the beginning," he said.

Wyant also pointed to the new school as a vital step in Phillipsburg's ongoing
revitalization. He said people come there for the education.

Early Childhood Principal Judy Leh said the new school will make a meaningful
difference to the students. If people forget its importance, she said, they only
need to look to the kids.

"It's their promise of potential that reminds us how important this school can
be" she said.
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The 86,442 square-foot, one-story building is one of four new schools in the You
state that will incorporate photovoltaic power systems, which use panels that
covert sunlight to electricity.

Once completed, the Early Childhood Center will have 31 classrooms, six
group instructional rooms and separate rooms for art, computer, music and
special education. It will also include a media center, cafetorium, gymnasium,
indoor and outdoor play areas and a nurse's station.

School officials said the groundbreaking was a culmination of a lot of hard work
and countless meetings across the state. The project has been in the works for
more than five years.

"We've gone all over the state," Pethick said. "It's hard to believe we got to this
point."

As part of Thursday's ceremony, the Schools Construction Corp. presented the
district with a proclamation from the governor declaring June 10 Phillipsburg
Early Childhood Day.

District officials also released butterflies in hopes that the wishes whispered to
them for the school to be built quick would be granted.

"I won't tell you what my wish was," Pethick said, "but it had something to do
with September '05."

Reporter Linda Lisanti can be reached at 610-258-7171 or by e-mail at
llisanti@express-times.com.
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